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WEEK #1

INSTRUMENTAL CONDUCTING

• Presentation/ Lesson 

- REVIEW:  Conducting Basics  

- Basic Role of the Conductor 

- Basic Conducting Patterns - Simple & 
Compound Time Signatures 

• Class Practice / Score Study 

- Introduce - March Form  SOUSA: Semper Fidelis  

- Introduce - STUART: Three Ayres from Gloucester 
(Final Project)

1. Readings: (from TEXTS) 

- MAIELLO: REVIEW… Chapters 1, 2 & 3 pp 1-50 

- BATTISTI: READ & ANNOTATE… pp. 1-14 & Score Orientation of IT 

- STITH: READ & ANNOTATE… Chapter 1 

- MILES: Teaching Music Through Perf in Band: Grainger & Irish Tune 

2. Online: Watch Video… 

- Gustav Dudamel…West Side Story    https://youtu.be/UjNi1dkvTcw 

3. Conducting Practice: 

- Semper Fidelis - March Form - John Philip Sousa  

- Irish Tune - Grainger… Practice cueing, mark your score, get head 
out of score 

- Three Ayres from Gloucester - Basics, Practice cueing, mark your 
score.

LESSON OUTLINE ASSIGNMENTS



WEEK #1 CONT…

INSTRUMENTAL CONDUCTING

• SYLLABUS & SCHEDULE 

• BOOKS / SCORES FOR STUDY 

• PURPOSE OF THE CONDUCTOR 

• AN EFFECTIVE CONDUCTOR 

• PHYSICAL ASPECTS 

• CONDUCTING BASICS (Review) 

• TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

• SCORE PREPARATION/ Marking

http://bit.ly/UArtsInstrumentalConductingPlaylist



Conducting 

BASIC SKILLS 

PHILOSOPHY 
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Purpose of the Conductor…

• Provide Leadership  

• Graphic (physical) representation of the music. 
“Looks like the music” 

• Communication of the composer’s music intentions, 
portraying the musical “story” 

• Inspire Musical Expression and Creativity
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What Makes an  
Effective Conductor?

©MusicMaestro2016 Keith W. Hodgson



An Effective Conductor 
(Conducting Characteristics)

• Dedication - a love for music 

• Musicianship - musical competence  

• Manual Technique 

• Organization 

• Psychology
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(Characteristics continued…)

• Physical presence / persona / personality / sense of humor 

• Ability to display emotion, sensitivity 

• Ability to impose one’s will upon others and having them 
enjoy it (upholding personal ideals without violating others) 

• Interpersonal skills - The ability to work with people
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Physical Aspects
• Stance  

• Body, Posture 

• Arms 

• Hands, especially left hand 

• Fingers 

• Face, including head, eyes, eyebrows, mouth 

• General Movement
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Topics for Discussion…

• Ready Position 

• Preparatory Beat 

• Dynamic Considerations 

• Cueing 

• Subdivision
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Topics continued…

• Fundamental Movements 

• Flow Exercises 

• Fermata Gestures 

• Gesture of Syncopation 

• Fractional Entrances
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Baton: Mollard S14-RW Mollard 14 Baton Rosewood/Wh 

On Amazon: $26.00



BATTISTI 
TEXT



LISK 
TEXT



STITH 
TEXT



Let’s Conduct!
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• Silently sight read the score. Don’t stop! 

• 2nd Visit: Hear the lines in your “minds ear” 

• Continue to revisit (practice) and cue appropriately 

• Make markings and personal musical decisions 

• Listen to recording without conducting 

• Eventually highlight cues and markings
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Anne McGinty

AND THE HEART REPLIES

REVIEW PROCESS:



About the MUSIC…
• Simple, beautiful and prominent melodic lines 

• Complex palate of weaving accompanying rhythms 

• Treatment of the ensemble as “Choirs” 

- Brass Choir 

- Woodwind Choir 

- Percussion Choir 

• Rubato in nature. Yearning for musical expression 

• Outstanding development of melodic & rhythmic motives.
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There is in souls a sympathy with sounds; 

And as the mind is pitched the ear is pleased 

With melting airs or martial, brisk, or gave; 

Some chord in unison with what we hear 

Is touched within us, and the heart replies.

from 
Winter Walk At Noon

William Cowper
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SECTION 1
The Brass Choir

34
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2 4
(Flute)
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Not for use with recording


